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The Newsletter of Real Partners Uganda, Inc.

2012: Best Year Yet at TOLM

by Joe Griswold
Love and hard work addressing the endless needs of poor children
in Lukaya, Uganda resulted in a remarkable year of ministry for
RPU and the Ugandans who work for Tree of Life Ministries
(TOLM). Made possible by a 40% jump in giving and a 35%
increase in the number of donors, 394 children with few prospects
for education and the basic necessities of life, thrived and
achieved at Mustard Seed Academy.

Six health-related initiatives, led by long term volunteer Kristen
Pettet & colleagues, changed the approach to health care at
Mustard Seed from being simply responsive to sick children, to
being proactive in prevention and education. For example, the
incidence of malaria dropped when the new student Health Team
promoted Artemisia tea and everyone began drinking 2 cups per
week. And absenteeism among menstruating girls dropped
dramatically when the AFRIpads initiative took care of hygienic
issues.

Rapha’s House was completed, and the 24 orphans from the
family in 2011 grew to over 40 in their new house. The Campus
Life Centre with its 500-seat pavilion, emerged and hosted the
wedding reception of TOLM’s general manager in October along
with several other events. During the same time, the Nursery
School complex with classrooms, offices and the health clinic was
being completed just across campus.

Mustard Seed Academy’s first graduating class, took their national
“leavers” exam, and the results were spectacular: 14 of 24
students in the class passed in the top category of “first grade”
scores, 9 got “second grades”, and no one failed. District-wide,
among thousands of students, three MSA scholars were in the top
five. All 24 are enrolled in the new Mustard Seed Secondary
School.

We are so thankful for our RPU donors and the 21 volunteers, who
together have blessed so many children, giving them and their
families--even the community-- great hope for the future. The
story of 2012 is of the Kingdom brought closer.
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With the first quarter of 2013 already gone, We can report--from
Uganda--that there are great expectations for an exciting and
challenging year. Already 21 volunteers from 4 countries have
spent significant time in Lukaya contributing in various ways. From
Engineering Ministries International a team of 11 architects and
engineers spent a week with us working to design a master plan for
a new 11-acre campus that will house both primary and secondary
schools. Their final package, including building designs for Phase 1,
will be ready in June. We look forward to some vigorous capital
fund-raising so that our primary school can move to new quarters
by January 2014. We are making plans for ten more volunteers
who will be arriving over the next 3 months.

As we visited in February, MSA opened with 469 students, up from
394 |ast year. A big addition was the new secondary school where
a class of 35 students entered the first level. We were greeted by

over 40 full- and part-time staff--many of them new to the project.

And the “SAC Family” at Rapha’s House is growing fast, from 43 last
year to 54 as school started. Head of Education John Robert Inyalio
explains that the longer we have these children in our care, the
more families fall apart with parents dying of AIDS, or in some
cases, exploiting older kids by overworking them at home. We need
sponsors!

A biogas system for decomposing human wastes will shortly
provide fuel for a new kitchen at the Nursery Campus.

RPU's big challenge is to provide resources for campus
development while supporting strong academic and child-care
programs. Won't you join us?

Left: The lovely appearance of these girls from MSA’s P-7
class belies the hardships they’ve faced in their young lives.
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Volunteers & Visitors Enrich the MSA Experience
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Donna Paakkonen teaching “I Know an Old Lady Who Swallowed Primary-4 students entertaining their schoolmates and American
a Fly” with help from Marsha Galespie and the Old Lady puppet-- visitors at a party honoring new students and staff at MSA.

such a popular activity that she was requested to take it up to the
primary school classes.
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Above: “Professor Joseph” shares photos from his iPad with MSA
students.

Above right: Diane Falk enjoying a student’s poem written during
her poetry writing activity.

Right: Secondary school students visit “Jjajja Elaine” at the RPU
apartment. They love M&M’s...and their new sports uniforms! (Jjajja
means grandmother in Luganda. Elaine is grandmother to hundreds
of MSA students.)

"I is an act of Fath to pardicipate in
Something so difficult to accomplish
yet See fow a Small group can make
such a difference.

RPU Board member on “Why are we a part of this organization?”
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The Nursery School is nearly complete. In the foreground, a huge water tank for
holding collected rainwater from the classroom roofs. Much of the finishing work is
being guided by Sean Cashin.
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Above: Happy sponsored
Secondary Students after
shopping at the Friday market:
Patti Ford, Aisha, Joe Griswold,
Stuart, Sean Cashin and Oliver.

¥ e
.~ Left: Teacher Sylvia, head of
ot ‘ the nursery section, & Lee
~ Whitton enjoying a happy
\ moment at the TOLM staff
. party hosted by RPU visitors.

Volunteer Marsha Galespie accompanied by two
nursery school students on her walk “home.”

Below: After pre-test counseling for students and parents, the
whole school was tested for HIV/AIDS. Thankfully, very few
tested positive. Those who did were counseled. and
appropriate treatment started right away. Thanks to Uganda
Cares, the newest NGO in Lukaya and to Kristen Pettet and
Amelia Cave who made the plans in December.

A

Retired librarian Judy Sconyers shares a book at break time with eager
primary school students.
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The Door to Rapha's House

Rapha's House is a wonderful home, but most Americans
wouldn't think so. Fifty of the neediest children--orphaned,
deserted, abused---live there. Each one of them has a story,
usually tragic but also inspiring wonder at their resilience. At RPU
we find sponsors who pay just over a dollar a day ($35/mo.) for
everything--housing, food, bed, supervision, clothing.

At Rapha's House the children sleep in large bedrooms on double
or triple decker bunks. For most, it’s their first mattress and the
first time they have regular meals and adults who parent them.
And they have a family of ‘brothers and sisters.’

Angela. Near the end of our recent trip, RPU’s Elaine Griswold
was visited by a group of Primary 4 kids. The ‘ring-leader’ is a
little girl--we'll call her Angela. She is confident, upbeat and
smily, and a good English speaker. But today there was no smile.
Her eyes were downcast and she looked tired. As the group
departed, Elaine pulled Angela aside, expressing concern. Giving
a weak smile, the little girl related, without tears, how a couple of
days ago her mother had left 5,000 Uganda Shillings (less than $2)
and told her she was going away for awhile. Angela had used up
the money and didn't know how she would eat, and she was
scared to stay alone.

Alarmed by Angela’s story, Elaine contacted TOLM'’s social worker
who had a staff member fetch Angela to take her to Rapha's
House. The big smile returned as she received a warm welcome.
Rescuing MSA students occurs too often--it’s part of serving the
area’s neediest kids.

Student sponsorships range from $180 for nursery and primary
day students to $790 for a secondary student living at Rapha’s
House (Secondary School + Boarding). The different types of
sponsorships are summarized in the table below:

Sponsorship and code Annual Monthly
Donation Donation
Nursery/Primary School--Day | $180 $16*
Student (SAC)
Secondary School--Day $420 $35*

Student (SAC-HS)

Rapha’s House--all ages, $370 $31*
boarding only (SACF)

Residential Primary School $180+$370 | $46*
(SACF+PS) —~ $550

Residential Secondary School | $420+$370 | $66*
(SACF+HS) = $790

*We regret that we do not have the staff to handle monthly checks
from all of our student sponsors. Sponsors who wish to pay on a
monthly basis may do so through our website’s “Donate” page by
choosing “subscription” payments.

RPU Director, Jackie Sarner enjoys a visit with the girls at Rapha’s House.

RPU’s Fiscal Year 2012 Overview

The RPU Board of Directors are especially grateful to the 415 donors
whose generosity supported our work in Uganda in 2012. Special
thanks to: partner Ken Bennett whose campaign literally “raised the
roof” on the Campus Life Centre; Kristen Pettet who spent much of
2012 at TOLM, establishing a host of health programs; accountant
Ken Groome whose volunteer help kept RPU financial records and
reports on track again this year. Unpaid, but working full-time was
RPU Executive Director Elaine Griswold. She led the team!

Opening balance Jan. 1 2012 $59,354
Revenue
Individual donations (includes churches) $234,854
Corporate & Business Grants $14,980
Foundations & trust funds (grants) $70,000
Special Events Income $6,080
Total Income $325,914
Expenses
TOLM/MSA grants for operations $193,694
TOLM grants for capital development $117,030
Grants to cooperating NGOs $14,191
RPU Administrative Expense $5,586
Total Expenses $330,501
Balance as of Dec. 31, 2012 $54,767

RPU Board of Directors 2012

Diane Falk, Ph.D., Director Dana Hiscock, Director
Elaine Griswold, Exec. Director Jackie Sarner, Secretary
Joseph Griswold, Ph.D., President E. Lee Whitton, Director
Kathryn Hiscock, Vice President Tom Sheridan, Treasurer

Reverend John R. Scotland, Board Advisor
Judy Sconyers, Board Advisor
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Our heartfelt tharks to a/l of the donors and Sponsors of 2012. You riade 17 POSS/AA/Q

Ffor over 450 74 36070/&/75 Zo exper/enc‘e health and ﬁope ! Bless youl .

Absecon Presbyterian Church

Frank & Paula Allebaugh
Michael Allen

Barbara Allison

Paul Anders

Anonymous
Peter & Lori Arnet

Mary Fran Asmus
Robert Asmus
Marion Atwater

William & Katherine Atwater

Joel & Marilyn Bamford
Joanne & Terry Baptiste
Diane Bell

Kathleen Bell

Robert & Cynthia Bell
Dawn & Ken Bennett
Leo Bennett

Kenneth Bennett
Winifred Bennett
Janet Benway

Don & Jean Bereheiko
Stephanie Beritsky
Raymond Bettge

Paul & Gail Beverly
John Biltgen

John Blair

Gregory & Holly Blake
Janet Blakeman
Michael & Beth Bliss
Susan Booth

Barbara Bowlin

J. L. Boyer

Janet & Gary Brandt
Robert Bray

P. Doug Bredlow
Rosemary Brennan
Nancy Brickman
Mary Bridge

Amy Bubel

Carlos Burns

Eileen Canavan
Schwab Charitable
Judy Carbone

Barbara Carr

Everett Carr

Amelia Carroll

Judith Carroll

Sean Cashin

Joseph Cavaliere

Amelia Cave
Bonnie Chiantera
Julianne Childs
Joseph Ciccatelli
Thomas Coates
Veronica Cocoman

Community Presb. Church
Brigantine, NJ

Ralph Compton

Gene Cook

Doug & Mary Cooper
Jim & Shirley Cortelyou
John Cosentino

Judith & Peter Cosentino
Terry & Sidnye Couch
Debbie Craig
Cranesville CEOS

Gary & Sharon Cresse
G. Joseph Crispyn
Timothy Cross

Bruce Cruikshank
Joseph & Signe Culleny
Thomas & Linda Culleny
Marlene Danko

Toby Davidow

Carol & Jerome Dean
Judith Dederick

Stella Deless

Anthony Deluca

Marie Di Blasio-Parks
Rena DiNeno

Gregory L. Diskant
Allan & Kathy Doerr
Harold Downing
Patrick Doyle

Wendy Draina

Jane & Larry Droppa
Mary Jean Ducale
Virginia Dudas

L. P. Duhaime

Jill Dupuy

Steve Dutton

Robin Eicher

Sandra Eiker

Richard Elias

Dennis Faherty

Diane Falk

Sue & John Ferguson

Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund

Mary Finley
Bruce & Diane Firkins

First UMC, Millville, NJ
John & Agnes Fisher

Ron Fodor

Patricia Ford

Philip & Kathleen Forlenza

James & Jackie
Fortunato, Jr.

Joseph & Barbara
Fortunato, Jr.

Margaret Fowler

Jane Frazer

Kathy And Neal Friedman
Wendy Friend

Lisa Fritsch

Gayle Gabrielescu
James Galbreath

Lynn & Bob Gale
Marsha Galespie

Jane Gallagher

Bruce Geary

Janet Gee

Jerome Gilg

Glory Children's City
Fatima Goldman

Scott & Roberta Goodall
Margaret Gormly
Katherine Gorten

Yael Goverover

Michael Grant

Judith Gray

Sandi & Douglas Greene
Cindra Greenlee

Regina Greenwald
Theresa Grevers
George Grinestaff

Lora Grinestaff

James & Karen Griswold
Jane Griswold

Joseph & Elaine Griswold
Kenneth & Alice Groome
Mark Gross

Mary Gross

Judith Hall

Paul & Marjorie Hamer
Debbie Harkness

Lee & Nicky Harp

Susan Harper

J. Mark Harran

Hope Hartman

Joan Haughey

Phyllis Heffner

Gertrudis Heiliger
Kenneth Herbst

Lori & Dorie Herndon
Ellen Herz

Regina Herz

Catherine Higbee
Jonathan Hill

Deborah Hirst

Dana & Kathryn Hiscock
Michael Hiscock

Elaine Hogan

Marilyn Horan

John & Linda Howell
Judith Hughes

Barbara Hunt

Eleanor Hunt

Diane Intenzo

Susan Irland

Ryan & Darcy Jaarsma
Lance Jacobs

Evelyn Jolley

Adam Jones

Patricia Jones

Ronald Jones

Karen & Ed Kamuda
Erin & Edward Kane
Robert Kantola

April Kasza

Dianne Keiter

James Keller

Kathy Kemerer
Richard Kilbride
Richard & Janis Kinoshita
Joanne Kline

Ronald & Carol Knecht
Marlin Knutson

David & Lisa Konesni
Elizabeth Kopke
Shawna Krall

Michael & Sara Kramer
Greg & Judith Lamendola
Donald & Gail Landzettel
Joanne Lapidus
Michael & Ann Laverty
Joe & Carole LeBoon
Vanessa Lee

Alison Leedale

Robert Lehrburger
John Leuck

Robert & Ann LoBue
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Paul Lombardo

Chuck & Diane Long

Keith Loranger

Rex Lowe

Megan Luciano

Howard & Lorraine Lundin
Rosalie Luthi

Ruth MacFarland

Kenneth & Lynn
MacLaughlin

Richard & Carol MacNett
Jean MacPherson

Lori Jo Madara

Mark Magazine

Mike Maine

Kris Mantravadi

Joseph Marks

Chris & Sally Marshall
Christine Martin

Gerard & Roberta Martin
Ginger Mastrangelo
Rose Maul

McCrindle Foundation
Tim McDonald

Harold McDowell
Joseph & Bunny McGee

John & Constance McGinty
Family

John & Marie McGlone
Thomas McGough

Rick McGovern
Marjorie McGuigan
Christine McLaughlin
Brian & Beverly McLeod
Deanna McMillian
Loretta Metz

William Mihal

Bernie Milano &
Sharon Pierson

Grace Miley

Annamaria Milhous

Frank Miller

Robert D. Mitchell

Daniel Murphy

Carol Lynn Myers

Diantha Naftali

Mike & Judi Nath

James Neutrelle

New Hope Worship Center
Martha Nisley

Austin Noll

Mike & Donna O'Brien
Ambrose & Judi O'Donnell
Kathleen O'Hare

Daniel O'Leary

Ocean Heights Presbyterian
Church

William & Joanne Oehlschlager
Steve & Karen Oesterle
William Otto

Mark Owens

Mary Owens

Donna Paakkonen
Shaun Padgett
Gerald Paige

Bowen & Jong Ae Pak
Pamela Paparone
Philip Parry

William Patterson
Kevin Patton

Daniel Pearson

Susan Perry

Sandra Pferdehirt
Gloria Phares

Betsy Phillips

Joanne Phillips
Thomas Picrotti
Deborah Pinori

Linda Pintard

Charles Poletti

Sally Ponchak

Nancy Powell
Elizabeth Praschil
Walter Prazer

Robert Previti
Jonathan Price

Carl Prieser

Paul & Marijo Puleo
Jean Purvis

Martha & Sara Quijano
Catherine Quinlan
Kevin Quinn

Joe & Joan Ralph
Laurie Ray

Barry & Linda Reap
Geraldine L. Reedell
Joanne Reger

JoAnn & Bert Reinauer
Theodore Reinhart
Paralee Restivo
Kathleen Revelle

Ellis Reynolds

Rhea Foundation
Arthur Richards
Adele Riley

Paul Rizza

Kathryn Rogers
Sandra Rosato

Dick Rosenbaum

Bert & Nicky Rottkamp
Marge Rowland

Karen & Amanda Roy
Teresa Royek

Robert Rugaber

R. J. Rumpler

Brenda Rupp
Elizabeth & Bill Russell
Robert Ryan

Rebecca Hurt & Mark Sadowski
Kenneth & Susan Sankin
Jackie Sarner

Robin Sarner

Naomi Sawada

Paul & Jo-Ann Scarlett
Herbert Schaeffer
Linda Schapley

Bob & Sue Schilling
Cathy & Douglas Schmidt
Roy & Sabina Schmidt
Patricia Ann Schnur
Susan Schwarz
Michael Sciarrotta
James Sconyers
Judith Sconyers

Peter Scotese

John & Annie Scotland
John & Betsy Searight
Gay Ann Settanni
Thomas Sheridan
Tyler Shoyer

Harry Silleck

David Skarie

Kathryn Smail

Brian Smith

Doris Smith

G. Warren Smith

H. Robert Smith

Mary Smith

Karol Soucy

Michael Squires
Nancy Squires

St. Luke's Episcopal Church,
Ewing, NJ

St. Philip's, Ardmore, OK
Peter Stamile

Holly Stanton

Ernest Steinle

Robert & Joanne Stiefbold
Sandra Stottlemyer
Marion Stout & Judy Stout
Amy Straub

Sandra Swain

William Sytsma

Ernie & Joan Szeker

Ann Taylor

Sandra Taylor

William & Barbara Taylor

Stephanie Tengi

Edward & Patricia Thibeault
Liberty Toto

Nancy Towner

Thomas Tracy

Trinity Epis. Church,
Allendale, NJ

Miles Trumble

Arthur & Jane Tubbs
George Tucci

Richard Upton

Kristine Valles

Joyce Vanaman

Dan & Susie VanSkiver
James VanSkiver

Jeff & Kelly VanSkiver
Julia Vazquez

Barry & Debi Veenstra
Michael & Randi Venema
Lesley Venturella

Sonia Wagner

Stephanie Wall

Carter Wallen

Barbara Walwik
Frederick Warder

Linda Warnell

Bonnie Warwick

Russell & Linda Webster
Margaret Weck

Edmund Wehrle

Bette Weidner

Londa Weisman

Patrice Wells

Richard Wesolowski
Deborah Wheeler
Michael & Kathy Whitmore
Jane Whittaker

E. Lee Whitton

Mary Anne Whylings
Kristen Williams

Richard & Tanna Williams
Terrance Wilson

Craig & Julie Witcher
Ruth Witherspoon

Wm. C. Bullitt Foundation
John Wolfson

Women's Club Of Absecon
David & Sylvia Wright
William & Linda Wright
Frances Yannopoulos
Mike & Katie Yeager
Mary Yehl

John & Mary Anne Young
Tim Zeitler

Ernestine Zeli-Bove

www.realpartnersuganda.org

realpartnersuganda@gmail.com

523 Lafayette Blvd., Brigantine, NJ 08203


http://www.realpartnersuganda.org
http://www.realpartnersuganda.org
mailto:realpartnersuganda@gmail.com
mailto:realpartnersuganda@gmail.com

